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Hfbr&ws 1 1 -'24. 

By faitli. Mute* when lie wa* i-omo to yoHj'd reftteed, 
called thaiioa of Phuritob'* <l»ug^hter. 

Moses w&B the Hon of a .slave, but sep- 
amled from his own people in infancy, 
aid adopted into the royal family of 
Pharaoh, he lost all external identity 
and rt-lation with the race from which 
he sprung, and apparently all his earth- 
ly interests were bound up with the 
Egyptians, among whom he moved. He 
«as regarded as the heir of the Egypt- 
ian throne. There was every conceiv- 
ible inducement for Moses to separate 
niiaself from his despised and degraded 
people, and move as a noble, as a prince 
I among the rulers of the land. 

But the love of his own race wa? so 
«trt)ug, that he decided to turn away from 
all that the Egyptians could offer, the 
j society of the wealthy, the learned, the 
^oble, from the court and the throne, 
and be only a Jew, to share the reproach 
and di.«»abilitie8 of his people, to devote 
liis energies among tnera, as one of 
them, toUieir deliverance and elevation, 
and in any event, to rise or fall with 
hhem, a Jew among Jews, nither than 
leave his people to associate with an- 
other race, even though it would bring 
piim wealth, pleasure and honor. He 
I ^hcise rathtr to suiTer affliction with hi» 



i own peoplo than to enjoy the pleuurM, 
I honors and richei of Egypt. 
' Perhaps he had even then diaceh\ed 
something of the purpose of God, thst 
He had chosen for the Hebrews, iiot that 
they should be merged and lost in th& 
more numerous Egyptian rac6, but 
should produce in a separate state, a no 
hlei tivilization of their own. H»d 
Moses become king of Egypt, and had 
he given to his people such a position 
as would have melted them into the 
Egyptian mass, that light of Hebrew 
civilization which has been the world'a 
guide for almost three thousand yean, 
would never have been kindled, and 
the whole destiny of th« world would 
have been changed. 

A few days since, some remarks were 
reported to me as made by one of the 
most distinguished of the* colored race 
in this country, which in substance were 
as follows : " i accept my position aa a 
black man. I am not ashamed of my 
color, nor of my rate. My people anj 
degraded now, and for that* very reaaon 
I link my fortune to tbeirs. I seek no 
separate association with the white race, 
to receive patronage from them. I re- 
main among, and one of mv peo- 
ple ; my hopes are bajjed on their eleva- 
tion, and i expect to rise as they a«ceod 
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by the power of their own mstitutiona, i 
rtiitl to show what a l)!ack man may be- 
come an a blaek man, fully developed 
on the basin of his own individual and 
independent life." 

Such sentiments will bo judged ac- 
oordinj5 to the stand-point of him wlio 
judges. One may re<;ard them a« the 
utterances of a mortiiied and defiant 
pride ; another may con?ider them asa 
the opinionn and feelings of one who 
believes that the highest welfare of the 
black race ii* to be sought, not l)y oblit- 
erating the characteristics which God 
has stamped upon them, as if He had 
ma<l6 a mistake in creating them, but 
by subjecting tiicm as they arc to the 
best in-Huen(;es of intellectual and spir- 
itual culture, and thus [)rcservo their 
individuality, and build up for them a 
civilization wl;ich shall be the true out- 
growth of the attributes with which 
God has endowed them, instead of :i 
mean, weak imiialion of another ra<'e. 

The question of the future sUitus of; 
the black race in this country is as ytitj 
the central one in politics and religion,! 
and every earnest christian aiid patriot | 
is anxiously searching for the principles: 
which should govern us in its settlement. I 
We must decide wiuitwe should aim atl 
in the elevation of the black race, and ' 
having determined liiat. by wliatthej 
law of Christ demands, we can leave j 
details very much to the progress of 
events. These are certain important 
points upon which all who truly seek 
tlie elevation of the black man are isub-j 
stantially agreeil. ; 

They <'laim that ho is entitled to all j 
the rights of a ])roper humanity, and} 
that this shouhl include all the political 1 
rights and privileges that other menj 
«njoy. They admit that he dittei-sfroni . 
the white man in many partieidars, butj 
deny that he is to be regarded on that 
aecouni a.* an inferior type of humani- 
ty. They claim that the whole field of 
human eftbri and enjoyment shall be 
open to him as to others, and then his 
social rank and position in society must 
depend upon his own exertions, and up- 
on those usages which apply to other 



men. They rlemand that he should nut 
be excluded from busines;i pursuits or 
places of anmsement, nor from our 
s(;hools or C(d leges or theological semi- 
naries or beniivolent associations, or 
from our churches ; that there 'should 
be no rule which on accoiuit of his race 
or color would shut him out from thai 
which other nten enjoy ; in a word that 
he should bo freed, from every disabili- 
ty ami liindrance. and th(!n left free to 
work out his pi'oper destiny with such 
assistance as his fellow men can give. 

On these points the friends of the 
black men are substantially united.— 
But when all these things have been 
secured, what do we {iropose to do 
then, in order tu promote the highest 
welfare of the I'ace. what does the law 
of C'hrist require, what dt)es the ,^roY- 
idenee of ( Jod indicate as the ultiiiale 
purposi^ of our efibrts, and as the final 
position which the colored race will ot- 
eunv in the land? 

If 1 understand the character of 
Americans thinking on this subject there 
are two theories which divide those who 
are agreed ujxm all the points which 
have ham mentioned, and who are 
('(juaily the black man's true and earn- 
est friends, hikI the only i|iie.stiou be- 
tween them is, in what luanner can we 
best promote the highest welfare of the 
oolore<l race? 

One theory ])roposes such an inter- 
mingling of the races as shall swwp 
not only unjust distinctions, but all dli- 
ferences, away, f:o that the two shall !»; 
finally merged into one. To accomplish 
this, those who adopt the theory would 
gradually break up all separate orgaii- 
izations lor the < olored people, and in 
the churches, schools, col leges and aa- 
sociations of all kinds, educational and 
religious as well as political, merg<? 
them in the surrounding mass of th« 
whites, ."-^ueli persons would have uo 
separate ctloretl schools, seminariea or 
associations or churches. 

1 tic other theory proposes to give the 
black race an independent life aud 
growth, which shall neither be cramp- 
ed by pressure from the whites noi 



3 



sunk into inferiority by a subservient 
imitation of another race, and assuming 
that God ni|^e no mistake when he 
created the mack race, it would take 
the race as it if, bearing the very im- 
press that God has stamped upon it, and 
give it a culture and a civilization which 
shall be a separate growth of its own 
individual nature, ft would hold the 
race .so far separate as to promote its in- 
dividuality and its life as a race, so that 
culture should result in a true African 
civilization, and produce a perfected 
black man, and not a weak and worth- 
lef 8 imitation of the whites. Suoh would 
be the natural result of the present .sy^^- 
t*m of society. The colored people in 
their own .schools and churches and 
various organizations, are making a pro- 
greftiin christian civilization which has 
no parallel in the history of man, while 
the relations between the races arc har- 
monious and satisfactory, even atfection- 
ate, and it is a very serious question 
whether we should risk all this suc<^ess 
in venturing upon a new experiment. 
The whole question must be settled by 
another. What does the law of Christ 
demand, and what course is indicated 
by the Providences of God? 

In the discussions concerning the 
colored people too little importance is 
usually given to the distinctions of race. 
It is thought by some that thcpe are to 
be abolished a? civilization and chriis- 
tianity advance, and all will be ulti- 
mately melted into one. Other.-, be- 
lieve that the Gospel will produce for 
pach race a civilization of it.*; own. as 
''ach member of soriety retains his own 
'ndividual fhararter. 

The influence of rat e i;* f»ne of the 
2reat forces that shape the de.^^tiny of 
man, and after all our eflort« it will con- 
•rol nnd determine the relations between 
{ho hla<'k!< and the whit<'^. The di- 
vision of tlu' race into nations at Habel 
•v:!>; ,1 Divine appointment, and the man- 
ner in which these divi.^ions perpeltmte 
■ hemseive:« in ^pite of all changes and 
' ouvulsions, or the lap-^^e of ages, .shows 
that a great purpose of God if being 
answered by th» geparation. 



More than four thoue<and years have 
passed, and still the great families of 
Japhet, 8hem and Ham are in the 
world m distinct as ever. And what 
is more remarkable the subdiviaious of 
these main branches maintain their sep- 
arate characteristic*? with a pertinacity 
that nothing can overcome. 

The Jews were held separate in 
Kgypt, reserved by CJod for a nobler 
fate than to be merged and lost in the 
race of their oppressors. God made of 
them a «rreat separate nation, held them 
apart lu; \MM years on the hills of 
Judea, and made them the fountain 
head of all n)o<i i ii civilization, and 
though they have U:m scattered and 
S0W11 among all nations now for 180O 
years he holds tliem .still everywhere .'sep- 
arate and pecular, reserving them for the 
time when once niore, a nation still of 
Jews, they shall be gathered to their 
own. For thousands of yetirs the Arabs 
have preserved their race distinct. The 
Turks did not melt away into the 
Kuropean civilization in which they 
established them.selves, and the Moor,-*, 
after 800 years in Spain, went out as 
Moors, and left a Ca«tilian race behind. 
The racei that made the plains of the 
Ku})li rates and Tigris fantou^ wera 
quite distinct from those who created 
that wondrous civilization in the valley 
of the Nile. The gorgeous splendors of 
Nineveh and Babylon bear little resem- 
blance to the gigantic .-olemn structure?i 
of Egypt. The Asiati<'.s of India ar? 
di.stinctfrom those of China. China is 
different from Japan, and though these 
are only bnuH'he< of one great family, 
:uui dwell almost J^ide by side, they do 
not nielt ijito each other, but j)re:^erve 
their individual trails, ami have pro- 
duced each a civilization of its own. 
perpetuating itself age after age. 

The Gre(^k ra<'c, trodden down for 
crntiiries by the Turks, ha« not min- 
gled with them. God has held them 
ai)art, reserving them for the future, 
and now Greece is in the very act of 
rising once more to the dignity of an 
independent national life, to produce, 
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perhapg, more than the glories of the 
pai=!t, hut HtilV'dlifitinct and peculiar. 

It is exceedingly instructive to ob- 
perve how tlie races of PiUrope prcpcrve 
their identity and peculiarities. Castil- 
ians, FVancR, the Teutonic race, Italians, 
Kclavonianf, Scandinavians, Celt*, they 
are living each a separate life, and each 
reaching o\it after a destiny of its own. 

Son)'» nuriouB facts are worthy of 
note a'* nving the tenacity of this life 
of race A thousand years have passed 
since the Norman conquest of England, 
but the revolution under Cromwell was 
cRfientially a battle between the Saxon 
and Norman blood, a quarrel of races — 
Baxon liberty against Norman aristoc- 
racy. The boast of the South is, you 
know, that our own rebellion Avas a con- 
flict between the Norman blood of the 
South and the Saxon race of the North. 
The statement is not without founda- 
tion in fact. In the main the North 
and the South descended from different 
races, and the antagonism is not ended 
yet. 

The Celts are scattered in all lands, 
but the Irish race scarcely mingles with 
anv other more than the Jews, and the 
Fenian agitation is a struggle of race 
against race. In our cities Irish and 
Germans draw apart to their own 
churches. The Germans are really the 
only race that, on the broad scale, seems 
mingling with our own, and they are 
from the same family root, the old Teu- 
ronic stock. 

The negroes have been with u? for 
two hundred years, and in t^pite of all 
unnatural intermingling produced bv 
slavery, show that they are still a distinct 
race not in color alone but in their men- 
tal and spiritual character, preserving 
the original trait* of their people just 
as they were sculptured on the Kgyp- 
tian monuments four rhousand yVhi*s 
ago. 

The forces which are swiftly chang- 
ing the face of Europe are the resistless 
aftmities of race, and the power of tra- 
ditional religions. The attempts to 
construct the map of Europe without 
regard to rac^and religion will all fail. 



The three great race« are withdrawing 
from each otJher and rallying to their 
natural centra*!. ^ 

The Latin racei* and the Catholic 
church are gravitating towards France. 
The Teutonic branch is gathering to 
Pru.wa and Russia is the Imperial 
Head of the Sclavoniians and the Greek 
church, while the Greeks of Europe 
and Asia ar« approaching the new birth 
of an independent nation. Thus raco 
everywhere separates from race, and 
each seeks an independent and separate 
life, a culture and civilization of its 
OAvn. 

A moment's reflection will show m 
the beauty and wisdom of such a diver' 
sity in unity, nay its absolute necessity, 
if God Avould bring to perfection each 
noble attribute of humanity and form 
one glorious Avhoie from the union of 
perfected part.^. 

AVe are wearied and disgusted with 
the constant repetition of the same thing, 
though it may be perfectly beautifiil 
If all the stars in hcaA'en were of the 
same magnitude, at the same distance 
from us, and ail equally distant from 
each other, there Avould be neither glory 
nor beauty in the sky. Beautiful be- 
yond all expression is the spotle«« blue 
of that air ocean tjiat lies between us 
and the stai*s. But how soon Avould the 
eye, even of tine poet or the artist, Aveavy 
in looking on that alone. If there were 
no drapery ai' clouds ever changing the 
foi m and hue of their glory, if starlight 
and .sunshine, and moonbeams did uol 
refresh u." in recurring order, if there 
were no golden gates of tlie morning, 
nor gold and purple, and banners of 
flame to deck the evening sky, the 
heaA'ens rhrm.-iclves were blank. Select 
the most beautiful tlowcr of earth, and" 
make that the only one in ail lands, 
nnd it would be nothing compared Avith 
the iutiniiu variety of Ime, aud form, 
and fragrance that delight us now. 
(jive one human face the majesty and 
beauty of an angel, and shape ail others 
to that perfect model, and Ave would 
Aveary even of angelic perfections. For 
the same reason it wiis and is uecessarj' 
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that there ehould be a divemty of! political combinntioni and tmr even 
rare5, e^ich presenting, in it* own devel- i Government* asunder, 
npment, the beauty of its own flower, The late electioni fiirnifsh m with a 
the perfection of its* own fruit, the work- 1 very startling and uiftructivo example 
inc of it* own separate life in the great I of thig power of race attachment. It 
field of humanity, winning a victory j has been used in the North to perpetii- 



aiid a crown of its own. 

Hence, in the ordering of G<id f<n' 
Ihe nations, we have had the golden 
magnificence of Babylon and Assyria, 
and that more majestic structure of 
empire in the Nile valley, whose broken 
palaces, monuments, and tombs are an 
Hgtonishment to the nations yet, and 
which sent down to us, through Greece, 
it€ science and its art. We have had 
that Jewish civilization with Mosa? to 
five to the world the elements of Inw 
and jurisprudence, its prophets to unvail 
the ftiture, with David to supply the 
nations with the poetry of w orship, with 
Solomon as the exponent of its litera- 
ture and scholarship, and the temple Jis 
'he golden crown of ils religious art. 
We have had the beautiful Greece to be- 
fjueath its wonderful legacy of art, and 
pioquence, and song, and beauty, and 
Home with her imperial dignity and 
ner stately strength, and in modern 
Europe and America, each nation i?? 
■tflding some excellence, .some be.'iuty 
'f its own, to the common crown of 
humanity. Asia too, with her hun- 
'ireds of millions, stirs under the spell 



, ate a great wrong, bat those who attrib- 
ute the result of these electioni merely 
10 the old prejudice against the negro, 
mistake I think, the leading cause. T 
am persuaded that if the question of 
negro suffrage in Ohio, and other north- 
western States, could have been pre- 
sented by itself — simply a question 
whether the negroes of the North should 
be permitted to vote — it would have 



earned. But thi? question was 
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adroitly changed for one that appealed 
directly to the j)ride of race, the oues- 
tion whether the white race shoula be 
ruled by the blacks, and this swept all 
justice away. I^fCt any other race be 
placed politically in the same position 
that the blacks hold now, so tfiat the 
question could rome up whether they 
should rule America, and the vote 
would be overwhelmingly against them. 

I think that many mistake in sup- 
posing that in j)roportion as mere pre- 
judice is removed, and the blacks are 
cultured and elevate<l, the two races 
will l>e intermingled and merged in 
each other. 1 expect the exact con- 
trary result. The difference of race 
f Christendom as chaos thrilled into j lie.=^ deeper than prejudice, or ignorance, 
iifp under the power of the brooding ' or degradation. The love of race is even 
spirit, and prepares for the new birth of | stronger in the negro than in ihe white, 
"hristian civilization, an A.siatic civiliza- Ft is not affinity for the white race 
'ion separate and peculiar, the proper wliich inciines ihe black man toward.- 
'iitgrowth of her ow'n individual life, j u.'; now, but a desire to eiscape from thf> 
Friends, we have here the fact.'* of f degradation of his people. Elevate the 
^'if'rory, the indications of God s Provi- , blacks upon their own ha.«i.« of HtV? to 
'ionre which reveal to us his will. Have cur k vel, and we .«hall find that they 
;hey n(» teachings for us in regard to, will beheld apart, and to each other, 
questions at issue here? Do they by the resistless love of raoo. And if 
•iCiT indeed pour a flood of light over the i.^ well ihat it should be thus. Look at 
'•^hole subject of di«cuj?sion? Not only Africft, with her hundred? of millioua 
it apparent that the races are held of men. Has, she no great separate 
'pan for 'some great purpose not yet i part to may in this wrid's drama ? h 
''''■■oniplishe<l, but tiie,se race atHnitie.-' f there tu he no .'•ueh .'•|!e'-tae!e on earth 
shown to lie deep among the very . as an African civilization. i]o tuch bo- 
i'^mf-iits of our nature, and they are j ing as a perfected negro man. Look 
f".rujjg enough to resist and dissolve all at the four and a half millicns of her 
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sons and daughters here, and those 
more numerous millions in Mexico, the 
islands, and Central, and South Amer- 
ica. Have tliese been wrenched vio- 
lently away from her, and suffered what 
slavery can inliict of degradation and 
torture, only to be chained, when free, 
to the white man's ear of progress, the 
poor weak imitators of Another people, 
their highest ambition to yield up the 
iile of their own race, and be lost in the 
fortune>s of the white man? I think 
(^«d 18 resei viuf^ tlie black man for a 
nobler fate than this. He has a sphere 
of his own to occupy among his fellow 
men, a work committed to him, a battle 
to light of hi8 owii, a po.^ition and vic- 
tory to win on his own independent 
field. The slaveholders' proud aijfiump- 
tion that the negro beiongvS to an infe- 
rior race, incapable of reaching the full 
strength and nobility of manhood, has 
by no means lost it« power, and just in 
proportion as the negro accepts this as 
true, will be his desire to escape from | 
his own sphere, and from ftf^soeiation 
with his own people, and connect him- 
self with the white race, and thus try 
to diminish his stinging sense of degra- 
dation. I fully believe there is a more 
excellent way. 1 am no believer in the 
inferiority of tlie colored race. They 
are very different from the white maii, 
they have a strongly marked individu- 
ality and capabilities of their own, but 
t.hat does not prove them inferior, [t 
is by no means a settled fact that the 
(Jaucasiau race is the perfect standjird 
by whicii all others are lo be measured 
and pronounced good or bad arcordinjLjr 
a.s they r(.'semi>!e them. Moses and the 
prophets, David and Solomon. I*aul 
and the A postU's, Christ hin^self, were 
none oi' them ('aucasians. The nmg- 
nificent forests ()f the tropics are widely 
(ilTfcreiu fnnn tin>Ne of the ISorih, ]>u"l 
they are iit>t inferior, and tiii tlicir own 
proper phu'c among tlie earths iinuhu-' 
tions, and so llu' African civilization 
may bcumu- to tro))!^-', and uiav be 
necessary as that of the wliites to 
make up tlie completenej?s of lunnan 
tIevclo}nuent, (U)d has nmde no mis- 



take in creating the black race. Their 
peculiar traits were stamped upom them 
by the same love and same wisdom 
which made the white man what he is, 
and in the perfecting of human nature 
the African civilization may yet plaj 
as important a part as that of any 
other. The more I study the character- 
istics of the colored race the more 
anxious I am that they should have an 
independent culture and growth of their 
ovyn. I do not think , 3iat the world 
can afford to have their individuality 
merged in that of any other race, or 
even by too close a contact to have 
it essentially modified. I am radical 
enough to believe that the world needs 
a distinctive negro civilization and an 
African type of Christianity. 

A race that amid all the ignorance 
iii\d degradation of .slave life, amid all 
bodily sufferings and the more terrible 
agony of the heart, could stiii maintain 
its hold on God may yet teach us some- 
thing of the true nature of faith in 
Christ. A people that for two hun- 
dred years of darkness and hopelessness 
still lifted the fettered hand and trust- 
ing heart: to Jesus may yet teach us 
something of the prayer of fa-ith. A 
race that .slavery could not crush out in 
two centurie.s has certainly a robust 
vitality that is worthy of cultivation on 
its own stock. A ra(^e with such an 
emotional nature has also the capaciti* 
for .strong spiritual influences, for poetry, 
oratory, and art. A people that on 
many a bloody field has proved its he- 
roic nianhood can .stand upon its own 
foundation with simply th.'it cherishui|i 
sup])ort from the whites that christian 
love recjiiires. 

We cannotaftbrd to lose the influence 
which a sejiarate culture of the black 
race would jn'oduce upon us. We neefi 
the ncirru ciijiract*'!' God made it. 
cultured and perfected, not modified 
:in(i spoilcJ by a weak imitation of ua: 
nor can the black man afford to be 
merged in and lost in the organizations 
of the whites. 

My fir.st advice then to the black mnw 
would be, be not ashamed of your 
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race or color. Dare to be a black man, 
and accep. the position that God has as- 
signed you, and do not believe that it is 
an inferior or degrading one. Be a 
black man. It if? m honorable, to be a 
black man as it is a white Qiie. Aim to 
make yourself not .'t white man, but a 
perfect black man. Have faith in your 
race, in ife capability and in hi* future. 
Give your presence, your influence, your 
support to your oww viwo nnd color. — 
We can atlbrd t<» have- you with us, but 
vol! cannot attbrd to come. There is a 
Wer thing in i^tore for you. Link 
your fortunes and your hopen of advance- 
ment to your people, and ex})ect and 
strive to ri^*e with them and by them. 
Refuse, like Moses, lu be ealled the soji ; 
of Pharoah's daughter, and give your- 
selves to the welfare of your ow n peo- 
ple and race-, ff i wished to hold the 
black people in a Htate of perpetual 
subordination ; to place them in a sec- 
ond stage of .^slavery more galling in the | 
end than the first was, 1 would tiy to 
Hringout from among them the ambi- 
tious, the educated, the enterprising, 
such as are most inclined even now to 
^'onie, and place them in little, }k>w- 
erlass, subordiimte minoriiic- in the 
H'hools, colleges and cluirche? of. the 
whites, where their power would be lost, 
and their manhood sa])ped by the influ- 
«?nce8 around them. And if all the or- 
ganizations of the blacks were merged 
in our owti, it would consign them to 
helpleas inferiority of position. 

ne is a good illustration of this 
before u?. Two years since these Con - 
gi'egationalists were scattered among 
other ehurelies and soeietles, a lew in 
^ne place, a few in another, with no con- 
necting bond, merged in other organiza- 
tions, a little minority at the best every- 
where, and exerting no felt influence 
upon the city or the country. But they 
liave been drawn out, eombined and or- 
ganized into a separate church, and they 
tave become through this independent 
life, a power that is recognized as one of 
ihe forces of society. 

If now we should break up this or- 
ganization, and divide its memberi in 



companies of live or ten among other 
churches, the power of Congregational- 
ism would be broken, and it would die 
out of the community. 

Another valuable illustration of the 
best method of advancing the blaek 
race is fu rnished by the wa r, M any ob- 
jceted to the formation of separate black 
regiment-:, an<l beli ved that the black sol- 
diers should be mingled indiscriminately 
with the whites. On principle there could 
be no objection to this. The thing wjw 
right in itself, but if it had been <lone, 
the blacks would have lost the crown of 
battle which was to them the crown of 
mardiood. They would have been scat- 
tered among the conipanie,« and regi- 
nuMits, lf>st in the general mas.s, and 
though every individual among them 
were a hero, it would have availed them 
nothinir, everv victorv would have been 
a white man's victory. 

But when se])a rate regiments and bri- 
gades of black men marched steadily in 
the tt'Cth of the ptorni of death, when 
thev clo«cd as fjuickly as white men thf; 
gaps torn through their ranks by «hot 
and shell, when the blaek hand held aa 
Hrmiy as any other the stri])e.'^ and stars 
amid the sjirges of battle, when the 
black heart poured out it-s blood as 
cheerfully as that which beat under the 
whiter bosom, then it was a black man's 
heroism ami a blaek man's triumph, 
and this separate organization won for 
him a crown of manhood which his en- 
emies fiuil slanderers could not pluck 
away. 

Then^fore let them retain and strength - 
cn to the utmost their own organiza- 
tions, and throw none of their power 
away among the whites where they are 
certiiin to be ovci-shadowcd and lost in 
the greiiter mass. Let them assert and 
develop their own proper black man- 
hood. The highest position which any 
creature can reach Ls to become what 
God intended him to be. The black 
man need not pine for a. white man's 
crown. God baa prepared one equally 
honorable of his own ; but it must be 
noblv won by building himself up not 
into 'a ptx>r imitation o\' the whites, but 
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into the perfect stature of a true black j or advise them to come? Where they 
humanity. ! liave no church organizations of their 

The black race, if true to theiuseives, j own that they can enter I should do 80, 
have before theiu, an lionorable fu- 1 but in a rommunity where suitable 
lure. By cultivating the true life opj churches and schools of their own peo- 
their own race, and bringing out the jie- 1 pic abound, 1 cannot conscientiously aa 
ruliar power with which Ood lia.s en- 1 u friend to the blacks advise them to 
(lowed them, they may produce here a i avoi*! these organizations of their own, 
civilization of tiieir own which will be i niui l)ury themselves in a living grave, 
an honor to hunmuity. : an unheeded little company in the lar- 

They may give us oratort?, poets, mu- j gcr masses of tho whitens. Every one 
sicians, artists, preachers, nay, men taken thus from the number of the 
and women in. every walk of life, that j blacks dimirilshes to that extent their 
will be equal to the foremost. They = strength and their power of progress and 
may impart somethin<r of tropical mag- ' elevation. We can afford to receive the 
nificence to our civilization as t)ie Moors | colored people, but their own race can- 
and Saracens did to Spain and the East. ! not afford to lose them. 
They may give a deeper, richer, more' On all sides th(i elements of a trU'e 
fervent tone to American pi My — and i and noble African civilization already 
ther; when prepared, they may «*arry j ap})ear. Churches, schools, colleges, 
back to their native Africa a t\pe of i ne\vspa])ers and other periouieals, 1l>6- 
Christianity better fitted to the millions j nevoient, relii^ious and political associa- 
there, than even our own, and then an j tions are formed, and everywhere they 
African t ivilizfition on the grand the- ! are rapidly sha})ing' a complete social, 
atre of a continent ."»hall perir)rm its j educational and religious structure of 
work in the general elevation of man. 'society. In these, the black man works 
This subject presents two questions j free and untramelled. chilled by no cold- 
that are entirely distinct, and must not j ness, wounded by no prejudice, and a 
be. confounded. One is, if a black man growing U]> without hindrance or re- 



pression into a fill iv developed and in- 
dependent num. The law of Christ de- 
mands of us that we should give them 



seeks admission to the church of white 
men, should he be rejected? C'ertainly 
not. Let him enjoy the same rights 

and privileges in this respect as other | all ])ossible countenance and support iu 
persons have. Christianity in this n\. \ these praiseworthy efforts, and in the 
gard knows no distinction of color. — 
Another and a very different question 
is, in view of their own best interests 

and highest happiness should we induce • (ihristianity tntho world. 



' end this African race will add new hon- 
or and strength to American civiliza- 
tion, and present j^erhaps anew type of 
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